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Test - Lesson 1, 3, 4
1. How did people in the Paleolithic Age get their food?

A. by hunting and gathering
B. by planting and harvesting
C. by herding goats and cattle
D. by trading over land and sea

2. The name of Mesopotamia comes from its location, which was
A. between two rivers.
B. in mountain foothills.
C. near a region of many conflicts.
D. at the site of the earliest cities.

3. Social scientists are scholars who study
A. animal behavior.
B. dinosaur skeletons.
C. human society.
D. astronomy.

4. Which of these activities would an archaeologist most likely do?
A. make maps
B. examine objects
C. read old newspapers
D. study Earth's features

5. People who study the past are most like
A. artists.
B. builders.
C. detectives.
D. teachers.

6. An object made or used by people in the past is called
A. an artifact.
B. a document.
C. a ritual.
D. a theory.

7. Why was the Fertile Crescent the site of many early settlements?
A. The hills were rich in gold.
B. The soil was good for crops.
C. The forest was full of animals.
D. The caves were deep and warm.

8. Why do historians read diaries and letters from the past?
A. to agree on plans for the future
B. to compare their ideas of history
C. to learn to speak an ancient language
D. to find out what happened and why



9. What solution did people in the Zagros foothills find to fix the problem of food shortages?

A. building terraces
B. moving to the south
C. constructing reservoirs
D. joining villages together

10. Which of these is a human-made feature that a geographer might study?
A. a cave
B. a road
C. a spear
D. a volcano

11. What unique challenge does the study of prehistoric history present?
A. written records that cannot be read
B. conflicting views in ancient diaries
C. lack of evidence from the period
D. huge amounts of artifacts to analyze

12. What is the evidence that prehistoric cave artists built wood structures (scaffolding) to stand on?
A. Many trees grew in the area.
B. The ancient planks are still there.
C. Pictures of the scaffolding have been found.
D. Some paintings are too high to be reached from the floor.

13. What change began the Neolithic Age, about 8000 B.C.E.?
A. trading
B. hunting
C. farming
D. building

14. The foothills had conditions that were good for farming and building shelters. What conclusion can you draw
from this statement?
A. People came to the foothills to learn farming before returning to their ohmes elsewhere.
B. The foothills did not have what was necessary to sustain life.
C. People had to remain nomads in order to survive.
D. People settled in one place, and the population grew.

15. Why was silt a problem for the people of Sumer?
A. It dried up the rivers.
B. It crumbled the city walls.
C. It ruined the soil for planting.
D. It clogged the irrigation canals.



16. What was the greatest benefit to people when early farmers began to raise plants and animals?

A. They kept pets for company.
B. They could travel more easily.
C. They shared most of the work.
D. They had a stable food supply.

17. Why were Sumerian communities called city-states?
A. Each of them kept written records.
B. They were all part of one great empire.
C. They all depended on each other for water.
D. Each of them had its own ruler and farmland.

18. Which fact allowed Neolithic people to farm in the foothills of the Zagros Mountains?
A. Goats can live on dry grass.
B. The region had plenty of rain.
C. Shallow canals watered the fields.
D. Harsh climates are good for grains.

19. What development caused food shortages in the Zagros foothills?
A. overuse of the soil
B. change in the climate
C. increase in population
D. fighting between villages

20. Why did the rivers flood in the spring?
A. Heavy rain fell throughout the area.
B. Strong winds blew from the Persian Gulf.
C. Ice that had formed on the rivers broke into bits.
D. Snow melted in the mountains where the rivers began.

21. What was the chief purpose of dams and reservoirs?
A. to allow travel by boat
B. to make it easier to fish
C. to store water for later use
D. to protect villages from attack

22. If you were in ancient Sumer, you might see a levee beside a river. Why was the levee built?
A. to load barges
B. to irrigate crops
C. to prevent floods
D. to control workers



23. Which of the following describes the water supply for Sumerian farmers?
A. Farmers had too much water all the time.
B. Farmers never had enough water.
C. Farmers either had too much or too little water.
D. Farmers rarely had enough clean water.

24. Why did the villages of Sumer depend on each other?
A. They formed caravans to safely visit the mountains.
B. They cooperated to keep the water systems working.
C. They exchanged different kinds of natural resources.
D. They had to fight off attacks from empires to the east.

25. Using natural resources found in the environment, Sumerians built strong walls with
A. bricks made of mud.
B. logs with pointed tips.
C. reeds cut near the rivers.
D. rocks shaped into squares.

26. The people of Sumer constructed moats to
A. get crops to grow better.
B. protect cities from attack.
C. make villagers work together.
D. bring drinking water into towns.

27. Which is the best solution for Mesopotamians facing food shortages?
A. Increase the number of times each year that farmers plant their crops.
B. Move down to the river plains and try to grow crops there.
C. Attack neighboring villages and steal their food.
D. Abandon farming and return to hunting and gathering.

28. What mountains in Neolithic times were where the first Mesopotamian people began farming?
A. Pontic Mountains
B. Rocky Mountains
C. Zagros Mountains
D. Pyrenees Mountains

29. By working for the common good, Sumerians began to build larger communities. What caused them to do
this?
A. The need to maintain irrigation systems.
B. The hunger for power and authority.
C. The desire for a more diverse community.
D. The need to protect themselves from enemies.

30. To protect themselves against attacking neighbors, what did the Sumerians do?
A. Built resevoirs to store water.
B. Built levees to prevent floods.
C. Built walls around their cities.
D. Built gardens to grow food.


